70     EUROPEANS IN WEST AFRICA, 1450-1560
THE FOUNDATION OF THE CASTLE AND CITY OF SXo
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Whereas at this time the city of Sam Jorge na Mina was
newly built, it should be known that, while the king2 was yet a
prince, he held by royal grant from the king, his father, the
entire government of the places of Africa and also the revenues
and trades of Myna and of all Guinee3, which at that time the
king for a very small rent had farmed out to Ferna Gomes da
Myna, a citizen of Lixboa. The king, considering, as a wise man,
the great profit and good health, which his subjects would
receive in body and soul, and also how his merchandise, and the
affairs of his honour, estate, and service would be properly
secured, if he were to possess in those parts of Mina a fortress of
his own, and wishing to know whether such a fortress could or
should be built, held a meeting of his council to discuss this
matter, and contrary votes and opinions were given there. While
some thought it would be an easy thing to do and very profit-
able, others believed it would be very dangerous and perilous,
and, in fact, impossible, or, even if they allowed it to be built,
its upkeep would be very difficult, both on account of the great
remoteness of the land and because the climate was very sicken-
ing and the negroes little truthful and less trustworthy. These
objections were so considerable, they said, that it ought not to
be built. The king, after these arguments had been advanced,
nevertheless determined that it should be built. For this pur-
pose, he ordered that all the timber and free-stones, which
would be necessary for the gates, the windows, the corner-
rafters of the walls, the tower, and other things, should forth-
with be cut and shaped in this country, so that without any
delay in the work they could be set in place immediately. More-
over, a great quantity of mixed and compounded lime was made
ready, together with tiles and bricks, nails and iron tools, and
1 Pina, ch. 2. The text of Jose* Correa da Silva's edition of Pina's Chronicle
of John II, printed in vol. n of the Colleffio de Uvros ineditos de historic portu-
gueza (1792), from which this translation was made, was based upon a copy
of the chronicle in the Torre do Tombo, and collated with another very old
text in the possession of the Benedictine monks of the Monastery of Lisbon.
a John II of Portugal.             3 Bensaude, pp. 273-4.